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land, that leads them over hills, down creeks and streams and

rivers to the sea.”

“There’s magic in the water that draws all men away from the

— Introductory scene from John Huston’s “Moby Dick”



Editorial

Summer is the season in which English language teachers from 

public schools have time to relax, visit family, control their health and rest. 

Some teachers look for summer jobs in a language centres to save money. 

But most of teachers enjoy going to local beaches, such as Boca del Rio, 

Vila vila, or Tomoyo beach on the weekends; other teachers love travelling 

to di�erent Peruvian regions to enjoy life. In any case, the coast is one of 

the favourite places for teachers during summer, that is why we, as 

professionals in the educative field, need to be conscious of the impact of 

our activities on the Earth and its resources.

The existence of garbage on the beaches is a reflect of the weakness 

and lack of response of the educative system to pollution. Yes! Families, 

schools, and universities have a problem dealing with this issue. Parents 

should teach their children to keep the garbage till find a container to put 

it. Schools could design learning experiences to motivate children to 

reduce plastic and use eco-friendly containers when they travel to the 

beach. Universities could develop summer programs to educate people 

and investigate about the impact of garbage in our coast and make 

people conscious to respect marine ecosystem. 

Have you ever gone to the beach and observe garbage on the beach?  

Many people buy water bottles, carbonated soft drinks, cans of beer, or 

meals in disposable containers and throw them on beaches in Tacna 

Region. It is important to clean beaches, but the most important is not to 

litter them. It is not nice to see plastic on a place you want to enjoy, and 

even worse it is to endanger the life of many marine animals which can eat 

them or get trapped on these materials. 

4

The Preserva�on of Marine Ecosystem Needs Our Help

Perca Chagua, R. C. (2022). Editorial: The preservation of marine ecosystem needs our help. Voices From the Desert 2(1), 4-7



As the image of dead birds and penguins broke people's hearts, 

citizens organized to protest against the company pointed at as a 

responsible of this environmental disaster, the Spanish company REPSOL. 

People on the street asked for the company to assume its responsibility 

and take immediate actions to rescue animals and clean the ocean. And 

not only that, environmental activists communicated that human hair was 

good for oil spill, that is why people organized massive haircut campaigns 

to collect human hair. We observed our friends and family to assist places 

like Plaza Zela, Parque de la Locomotora or Paseo Civico to collaborate in 

some way to clean the ocean.² Sadly, the government announced that this 

initiative was not e�ective and would not help due to the huge proportion 

of the damage. ³

Pollution of marine ecosystem is also a reflect of the local culture and 

politics of our times. It is the decision of the government to preserve life by 

regulating properly large fishing scales and oil extraction. On January 

15th, 2022, there was an oil spill of 11 900 barrels in Lima Region that damage 

terribly lived things, the ecosystem of protected natural areas as well as 

fishermen's economy and local tourism was a�ected. This terrible crime 

against the Peruvian ocean moved citizens all over the country¹.
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Figure 1. Haircut campaign to help clean the sea. (Photograph: Diario Correo)
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After nine months of this ecological disaster there are few news, we 

know that the company is facing many fines and other legal process for 

the responsibility of this crime against nature.⁴ � What happened with the 

communities that lived from the a�ected ocean? What happened to 

birds, fish and plants and their right to life? Could money bring life back?

Together we have the power to protect the ocean!

To protect marine ecosystem is to protect life on earth. We need to 

assume responsibility for marine ecosystem when we consume and when 

we choose transportation. We can contribute to reduce pollution by 

recycling clothes, opting for natural local products, reducing plastic 

bags and containers, using bikes as transportation, just to mention 

some. We also need public policies that promote cycle paths and quality 

public transportation, as well as a severe regulation of plastic.
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Introduction

We made an online call for articles on Facebook motivating teachers to 

write in English considering keywords like: sea, beach, rest, biodiversity, 

pollution, healthy lifestyle, and paid vacations. We wanted to rise 

consciousness about the importance of resting for teachers, since many of 

our colleagues are a�ected by gastritis, stress, lumbar disk diseases, ocular 

e�usions, to mention some physical conditions. Teachers also tend to 

reduce family and friends time when they get a second job. That is why we 

point out the relevance of the politics of paid vacations for permanent and 

nonpermanent positions in public schools. Policies in the Peruvian 

education sector must also consider appropriate salaries for teachers for a 

good life quality. Students need healthy teachers physically and emotionally.

We really hope you enjoy these works from teachers to teachers!

In this edition we present five poems inspired by summer, the importance 

of marine biodiversity and the resilience teachers have when they work far 

from their families and their birthplaces. We also present two short stories 

inspired by colleagues' childhood as well as by their children.  Finally, we 

present two essays presented by English teachers from Tacna at TESOL-

PERU conference in 2021 that were valued with distinction and maximum 

distinction.  

We are glad to present the volumen 1 of the second year of the Journal 

Voices From the Desert. In this edition we present di�erent text generes 

created by Peruvian English language teachers who attended our call during 

the first semester of 2022. 

Tacna English language teachers’ network (REDIT)

REDIT (2022). Introduction. Voices From the Desert, 2(1), 8
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Figure 2. Keywords
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  Without rest, there is no health

The sea is beautiful,

everything is hazy.

  Without health, there is no happiness

By

but without you, love,

  Rest and be happy.

Noemi Gladys Maquera Ticacala

My lifestyle

is not as you would like to 

I am just like the sea

Maquera Ticacala, N.G. (2021). Lying on the sand. Voices From the Desert, 2(1), 10
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Figure 3. Fishermen celebrating Saint Perter Day in Miguel Grau Port on June 29th.
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Earth’s surface is covered by the ocean in about 70%

Various threats are affecting marine ecosystems. What to do?

 ncludes all animals, plants and microorganisms,I

 ncluding the effects of climate change.I

Support climate-friendly practices 

Eat sustainable seafood

Destruct biodiversity and this causes serious impact on our communities,    

Think of volunteering or participating in a beach clean-up      

Recreation and ecotourism are ways to enjoy it

Nutrients as well.

By polluting the ocean, life is threatened

Ocean acidification and overfishing

Restore the productivity of the oceans

Abundance of species living in the oceans

 nto the sea, huge amounts of plastic are thrown.I

 nspire people to protect our environment and oceansI

Marine ecosystem consists of

You can do many things to help marine life. It’s in your hands!

By

Gumercinda Erica Tapia Illa

Tapia Illa, E.G. (2022). Marine biodiversity. Voices From the Desert, 2(1), 12
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Figure 4. Boats in Miguel Grau Port in Tacna.
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Making their feelings bounce between passion and love

Remembering that we only live once.

However, others will be blessed by pure love

Everyone looks for happiness

Yolanda Quispe Caceres

Reveal our feelings will be our priority.

Meeting new hearts are part of life

Understanding love and sorrow becomes dangerous waves

Meaningful memories will arise in this beautiful season

Even though they won’t last forever

Some ones long to be light like a dandelion, but

Summer is a precious time for meeting new people

Ones will be surrounded by fleeting love

Unconsciously keep memories deep in their hearts

Moments will give us the bliss of life

By

Quispe Caceres, Y. (2022). What an inspiring summer. Voices From the Desert, 2(1), 14
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Figure 5. Sunset on Boca del Rio beach
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In the jungle of Peru, in the warm city of Iquitos, when I was a child and it 

was late at night, my mother used to come to my bedroom and tell me 

that Chullachaqui would come and take me if I didn’t sleep early. I used to 

panic and hide under my blankets just waiting to fall asleep.

All my life, I have spent thinking that Chullachaqui was real and that it was 

the devil of our jungle. But, now that I am an adult person, I see things 

differently. Because, recently, I have visited the jungle a�er thousands of 

years and heard local stories again, being one of these about 

Chullachaqui.

And I was told that in the deepest jungle where the green color of the trees 

contrasts with the blue of the sky, given life by the strong rays of the sun, 

near a river full of fish, dolphins and crocodiles, lives a happy tribe.

Once on a normal day near the tribe by the river, strange white men 

appeared. They looked humble and had good manners, so they were 

received warmly and happily by the tribe. The chief of the tribe welcomed 

them and they were given land to live in the jungle among them.

A tribe with generous men, women, and children who respect their 

mother jungle. The people of the tribe live in absolute harmony with our 

mother nature, they respect every creature of the jungle. The tribe lives in 

short grasslands with houses made of mud and roofs made of palm 

leaves.

Navarro Angulo, C. (2022). Chullachaqui. Voices From the Desert, 2(1), 16-19
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The chief of the tribe who represented his people talked to the strangers 

and asked them to show respect to nature and the customs; however, the 

intruders didn’t care about the claim of the tribe. The intruders 

threatened them with guns and tried to kill them. The people of the tribe 

were unfortunate because they believed in the strangers’ good intentions. 

In the following days, they tried once and once again to give a solution to 

the problem, but the intruders just kept doing the same bad things to the 

tribe and nature.

The people of the tribe didn’t know what to do to stop the things that were 

happening to them. One night, they were called for a meeting to expose 

their ideas to solve the problem they were facing. The ideas came up and 

the oldest man of the tribe stood up in the middle of the meeting, by the 

fire, and said that he had the solution. He said that he had a friend who 

lived deep in the jungle and it would be a pleasure for him to help them. 

The chief of the tribe asked the old man who his friend was and he 

answered that it was his friend, Chullachaqui.

When the strangers felt comfortable and self-confident, they showed 

themselves as they were. Their real intentions were to take the land, cut 

down the trees, and sell them as wood, they also scared away animals, 

contaminated the water of the river, had no respect for our mother jungle

and didn’t care the damage they caused to the tribe and the ecosystem.

They were surprised by the announcement of the oldest man, so the chief 

organized a small crew to look for Chullachaqui. The following night, they 

went into the jungle during the darkest night, the path was scary and a�er 

hours of walking, they found a big renaco, a kind of tree in the amazon. 
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Chullachaqui asked the old man how he could help him, and he started to 

tell it about the problem they had with the strangers in their land. 

Chullachaqui responded to his requirement by nodding his head in 

affirmation. He told them to wait a couple of days because he had some

This big tree had huge roots, a strong trunk, and enormous leaves that 

inspired respect and fear at the same time. The old man felt like they were 

in the correct place and with a strong voice he shouted, “Chullachaqui, 

Chullachaqui, Chullachaqui…   The renaco trembled itself and its leaves 

fell down. Immediately, Chullachaqui appeared. It was an entity from the 

jungle that looked like a human person. He was a short strong man with 

big muscles, green skin, demon eyes, a big hawked nose, and a 

permanent sarcastic smile. His limbs were like the roots of a tree. But there 

was something in particular about him, his le� leg seemed to be the leg of 

a horse. The three men that were with the old man stared at it 

astonishingly.

convince the intruders to follow him towards some areas of the jungle. 

When they noticed that it was a bad entity who was guiding them, they

In the following days, Chullachaqui, as a magic entity that could appear 

everywhere, took the appearance of the strangers, and found a way to

things to do first. The crew agreed and came back home disappearing in 

the middle of the jungle. The following day, the crew arrived at their tribe 

and told the people the agreement. Meanwhile, the intruders kept on 

cutting down trees, kill ing ever y creature in the jungle and 

deforestatingwith no feeling of guilt.

One night from the deepest part of the jungle, an evil smile shook people. 

It was heard by everybody, especially by the intruders, they felt scared.
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On the next day, the rain started falling and cured all the wounds le� by the 

intruders. The land grew up again, animals came back, and all pollution had 

gone. The tribe got the life they used to have before the intruders arrived. 

Eventually, intruders wanted to come back to the tribe’s lands again but they 

could not find the way because Chullachaqui had erased the traces. People of 

the tribe got their happy lives in harmony with nature, and they would always 

have the support of Chullachaqui to protect their lands. At present, sometimes, 

the people of the tribe listen to the Chullachaqui’s evil smile and feel calm.

So, now I have another concept of this evil that protects our jungle against 

intruders. However, Chullachaqui occasionally takes women into the jungle 

and people never see them again. It is said that they becomes Chullachaqui’s 

wives.

shouted bad words and cursed him. But it was too late, Chullachaqui 

disappeared, leaving them trapped in the middle of big trees with thorns, being 

impossible for them to go back home without hurting themselves. The 

intruders thought that the people of the tribe practiced witchcra� against 

them, so they planned to attack the tribe with guns and machetes. When the 

intruders started to attack the tribe, Chullachaqui called all the animals of the 

jungle. Jaguars, pythons, birds, crocodiles, insects especially ants attended 

Chullachaqui’s call and fought against the intruders', trying to protect the 

people of the tribe. Birds pecked the intruders’ heads, jaguars scratched them 

all, ants stung them, and pythons strangle them. As soon as the intruders 

started going away, the jungle covered all paths causing the intruders to lose 

their way. While the intruders were running away, they heard Chullachaqui’s 

evil laughing voice.

Adapted and translated By

Christian Navarro Angulo 



20

Figure 6. Saint Peter's procession in Miguel Grau port
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On a summer day, a group of children were playing hide-and-seek in a 

small park of Tacna City. They were Thiago, Jercy and other children who 

were about eight to eleven years old. They usually played peacefully; but, 

that day would be different. They noticed a man throwing garbage just 

next to Thiago's house. This man was Mr. Pemberton, their new neighbor. 

All of the children were annoyed by this situation, but they continued 

playing. 

When Mr. Pemberton saw the children doing so, it made him very furious 

and yelled at them. Alejandro told him that Thiago got sick due to the 

garbage he has been throwing next to his house. Nonetheless, Mr. 

On the following days, Thiago didn't show up at the park to play; children 

found out that he was sick. Jercy immediately concluded that the garbage 

was the reason for Thiago's illness and let Alejandro, his older brother, 

know about this. Alejandro gathered all the children and told them to 

think of a way to keep Mr. Pemberton from throwing garbage on the 

corner. The children explained the situation to their parents, but no adults 

took into consideration the children's petition. So they started to bring Mr. 

Pemberton’s trash back in front of his own house.

Mr. Pemberton was not a good man, he was always angry and frowning, 

just like a bear! Unfortunately, that was not the first time the children saw 

him throwing garbage on that block corner. 

Peláez Alférez, M. P. (2022). Mr. Pemberton. Voices From the Desert, 2(1), 21-22
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Pemberton just said: “That garbage should be taken by the people who 

are paid for it, that's not my business!”

A�er this event, every child informed their parents what had happened, so 

all the neighbors took their garbage and placed them in front of Mr. 

Pemberton's house. Whenever Mr. Pemberton saw all the bags of garbage 

in front of his house, he finally realized that it was terrible to have trash 

next to him and that it could potentially affect his health. 

By

Mercy Pamela Peláez Alférez

Nowadays, Mr. Pemberton waits for the garbage truck to pick up the trash 

very early in the morning, just as all his neighbors do.  He greets his 

neighbors, including the children. Now the park is fun again, as it used to 

be.
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Figure 7. Boca del Río
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trying to heal a heart, 

that can heal a mortal heart.

and behind that song there is a heart that feels it.

Loneliness is just a good friend,

No matter how it can hurt

A lonely soul and a broken hearted mixed, 

a combination that could be difficult to fix. 

Just a fairy-tale song is needed, 

from time to time visits me 

that time ends up helping

there's no human medicine

But just one thing has to be learned

you learn from every fight you lose.

Liz Rodriguez Sanga

no one keeps on the same mood

By

Rodriguez Sanga, L. (2022). Soul and Heart. Voices From the Desert, 2(1), 24
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Figure 8. Fishermen celebrating Saint Perter Day in Miguel Grau Port on June 29th
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By

Going to the beaches

It doesn’t matter where you are

Because it is the perfect moment for you and me.

Season of sun

Just enjoy every summer

Going to summer camps

Summer is time to spend with family and friends

Season of fun

Amelia Nélida Zegarra Hinojosa

Unforgettable for everyone

Or going wherever you want

Summer is time to take a rest

Summer is time to recharge the energies for all the year

It doesn’t matter what you have

Zegarra Hinojosa, N. (2022). Summer for you, summer for me. Voices From the Desert, 2(1), 25
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Figure 9. Boca del Río from the top of a hill
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I belong to a big family: my parents, my five siblings, my cats, and I. 

My father was a serious, responsible and hard-working man. Sometimes, 

when he was in a good mood, he behaved like a child making histrionic jokes.

My cats? well, they will not be in this story. Now let me tell you about my 

siblings.

My mother used to be a very devoted woman, dedicated to her house and her 

family, and very much in love with dad.

“Let's go to the beach!” said my father, and that phrase was magical for me 

and my siblings because it was the most awaited moment of the year and the 

beginning of the best adventures of our childhood.

Lukich Valdivia, M. (2022). The beach. Voices From the Desert, 2(1), 28-31
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Yorka was two years younger than Yery and completely different from her. She 

was somewhat reserved, tall and friendly. She loved to read and learn about 

history. Yorka played the guitar very well.

Yery, the oldest sister, was sixteen years old. She was somewhat maternal 

with us, she loved to sing and her long, frizzy black hair seemed to move with 

the wind to the rhythm of her melodies... sweet voice.

Katiuska, the thinnest among us, was ten years old and had curly red hair. She 

was strong-willed, always scowling and, at times, a troublemaker —well, to be 

honest, very o�en—. I think every family has such a member, doesn’t it?

Anelim, an eight-year-old girl, was somewhat mischievous and very curious. 

She had dark hair and dark brown eyes, a little chubby too, and eager to feel 

the breeze of every summer... that was me.

Samuel was twelve years old. He always had a smile on his face and 

possessed great imagination to create stories about beach monsters in the 

middle of the night. He really knew how to scare us.

Nalim, my younger brother, was seven years old. He had prominent cheeks 

and hazel eyes. Sometimes, he was a bit naughty and the most spoiled too.

The six of us and my parents prepared everything to stay camping on the 

beach for a whole week, actually, it felt like a month. The day before leaving 

home, mom and dad bought the groceries, got ready with the tents, blankets, 

pots, dishes, utensils, and pieces of wood to make a bonfire and to cook. One 

important thing we were taught from a very young age was to keep the beach 

clean. It was forbidden to throw garbage on the sand or in the sea. Our parents 

said it was a gi� from God and keeping it clean was a sign of respect and 

gratitude. That's why we had garbage cans made of recycled boxes around 

the tents to keep our beach clean and beautiful. 
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When everything was ready, mom said, “It's time to sleep”. We couldn't sleep 

thinking about getting up early to get the best seat in my father's old car. It was a 

green Dodge that miraculously fit up to ten people.

I remember very well some old lamps that dad used to light. they looked like 

the ones you see in horror movies. Then we would sit around a campfire and 

Mom, dad, Yery and Yorka used to ride in the front seat. Samuel, Katiuska, 

Nalim and Anelim —me— preferred the back seat, well, we couldn't avoid 

arguing during the trip, either because someone made a strange noise or 

because a song someone was singing was not liked by others...children, 

children...who understands them?

Dad had driven a long way when mom started counting us one by one and 

calling our names, but… oh no! she realized that Katiuska was missing, so dad, 

very upset, had to turn around and go home. There she was! standing at the 

door, crying angrily and saying that nobody loved her and that she must have 

been adopted. She always said the same silly thing when she was angry… Gosh!

Here we were, finally the whole family on our way to our destination: The beach.

As soon as we arrived, the doors were opened and we rushed out to the sea like 

a flock of pigeons. On the meanwhile, mom and dad grumbled and said, “Help 

us take things down! Little demons, come back! Help!” But, we were already 

feeling the freshness of the sea as we were wetting our feet... it was a complete 

paradise for us for a whole week... yes, it was!

Minutes later, we were helping to set up the tents and preparing everything for 

the night.

“Cock-a-doode-doo!” the rooster crowed announcing that the sun had risen. 

Immediately the house turned upside down; everyone ran around excitedly 

carrying their backpacks, ready for the trip.
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Samuel would start with the mysterious stories that always ended up scaring 

more than one of us and keeping us awake at night.

Dad took a knife and asked us to stay in the tent. Mom said, “No, please don't go.” 

But dad kept on walking. In the distance we could see some human shadows 

holding flashlights getting closer and closer to where we were. Dad ordered us to 

turn off all the lamps letting us in a complete darkness. At that moment, we were 

terrified. We could even hear the beating of our hearts accelerated and 

astonished at the same time.  Dad plucked up his courage, shone a light into the 

men’ faces and shouted loudly, “Who is there?” Suddenly one of the mysterious 

men said, “Hello? Don’t panic, please, I’m Mr. Lopez, good evening.” Then, he 

added, “I just wanted to —.” The man looked at my dad straight in the eyes and 

then said, “Oh! I think I've seen you somewhere. Oh yeah! You are my neighbor! 

We were the only ones on the beach, everything was going great, when 

suddenly, we saw a car parked a few meters away from our tents. We were 

scared. Samuel said they were night killers and that they were coming to kill us, 

but mom shut him up immediately. Yorka and Yery turned pale with fright. 

Katiuska could only watch and laugh out of nervousness. Nalim and I were 

crying of fear, wondering if they had really come to kill us.

By

Milena Lukich Valdivia

How are you?” Dad, with a relieved face, started to smile. They both shook hands 

and let out the non-stop laughter. Mom wiped our tears and we hugged each 

other tightly. Then, we lit the lamps, went over to say hello to the neighbors and 

shared some food. That night, our first night at the beach had been amazing. 

What awaited us the next day? To be continued…

Mom prepared the food, she cooked with wood, and that gave the food a very tasty 

flavor. We had a battery-operated radio that played old songs that mom hummed.
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Figure 10. Fishermen celebrating Saint Perter Day in Miguel Grau Port on June 29th
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My name is Roxana Carolina Perca Chagua. I am an English teacher at a 

public school in Tacna, the southernmost city in Peru. I hold a permanent 

position since 2018. My school is part of an educational service model 

called JEC schools which can be translated as “full-time school day” in 

which students receive 5 hours of English classes a week in a pre-

pandemic context. When the pandemic started the Peruvian government 

launched the strategy “Learning at Home” with 5 areas: Mathematics, 

Science and Technology, Communication, DPCC, Physical education and 

Art; English was not included. However, the Local Educational 

Management Unit (UGEL Tacna) indicated that the areas not focused on 

the strategy could start activities since July 15ᵗʰ and no more than an hour 

a week. In the context described before, teaching English from July 

2020 to July 2021 has been a real challenge for me for the reasons I am 

going to present bellow.

First, a problematic situation was unveiled and challenged through 

teamwork. At the beginning of 2020 three new teachers started working 

at school. We met one week before the lockdown. At the first week we 

studied general knowledge about the Peruvian National Curriculum and 

learnt general guidelines to elaborate our planning. When the pandemic 
started, I started a WhatsApp group called “Cesar Cohaila Tamayo English team”

 ¹Jornada Escolar Completa

Excellent with

distinction
at 

Peru
TESOL 

2021

Maximun

Perca Chagua, R.C. (2022). Teaching English in Peru from July 2020to July 2021. Voices From the 

Desert, 2(1), 33-36



34

in which we coordinated joined actions to attend our students. We 

analyzed together the social scenario our pupils were faced we elaborate 

a survey via google form to know about them and the electronic sources 

they had. The reality we faced was dramatic. Our communication with 

students was limited to a WhatsApp chat box because most of our 

students' families could not afford optimal technology for their children 

to participate in virtual classes. To illustrate this, they did not possess any 

laptops, computers or even a smartphone. Many students shared their 

telephones with their siblings or waited for their parents to read the 

WhatsApp messages. Furthermore, due to the economic crises some 

students were living temporary in remote towns where their parents used 

to live. In such conditions, internet and smartphones was a luxury of a few. 

Parents started to bought internet per week for their children to study.

A�er we explored the school context and our student's necessities, we 

presented a project called “Teaching English via WhatsApp”. The idea was 

based on the production of short videos less than 7 minutes to be shared 

via WhatsApp. We delegated each member of the group the responsibility 

of elaborating material for one specific level (1ˢᵗ, 2ⁿᵈ, 3ʳᵈ, 4ᵗʰ -5ᵗʰ). The 

beneficial point was that we were working as a team and everybody 

contributed to the teacher portfolio. We designed first a presentation 

video via Prezi, but that video was the beginning of great adventure.

Second, technology tested our imagination and creativity.  It was a 

real challenge not only for English teachers at Cesar Cohaila Tamayo 

School, but for students, too. We, as teachers were limited to WhatsApp 

chat box for being economical and accessible for most of our students. 

That's why on a first stage we aim to present short.  This first step was 

difficult because we didn't have any training about video production. One
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colleague once had used Prezi, an interactive presentation so�ware, so 

we decided to tried this product first. We designed our first video here and 

then we recorded it using Screencast-o-matic, which this so�ware 

allowed as to record our screen while we presented the Prezi slide. In this 

doing we set a sequence according to the guidelines offered by the Local 

Pedagogical Unit of Tacna, in other words, we produced micro classes to 

be heard and watched again and again. 

Third, what about the content? At a first stage, our content followed a 

Presentation-Practice-Production methodoly; however, as our 

understanding of the competency-based curriculum grew, we were 

changing the video sequence. We already knew that the “Learning at 

home” strategy focalized urgent topics such as: hygiene, covid-19 

measures, mental health, physical care, environmental care, for mention 

a few. So, we analyzed the Communication area sequence and set some 

key point: meaningful situation, text, comprehension questions, and 

challenge. Then, we used to write or adapted short text to be presented in 

the video about these topics like emails, cards, short descriptive text. 

Next, we elaborated some comprehension question in a literal level and a 

grammar point section that was assigned as homework. Happily, 

students seemed to understand the sequence and started sending their 

tasks though photos of their notebook via WhatsApp. Fortunately, few 

month later the English area was included in the strategy “Learning at 

home”. We were glad to know we were teaching effectively because our 

sequence had some similar points in common. 

Fourth, how we teach via text messages and fulfill the national 

curriculum competencies. As I mentioned above, our first strategy was 

the short videos, then we used the chat just to call the attendance and 
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practice some grammar as an introduction to present the video till a strategy 

about enhancing critical thinking through questions started to be applied in 

our school. As this was a school policy, we learnt the different levels of 

questions: literal, inferential and critical for the comprehension of written and 

oral texts through workshops we organized as a team to plan a conversation 

via WhatsApp as an English language session. For this, we adapted the 

activities of the strategy Learning at Home for the English area. Specifically, 

we selected the tittle, t meaningful situation, the text, the final product and 

the evaluation criteria. Once we had the texts, we designed the questioning in 

a multiple choice and sometimes fill in the blanks format. The video that at 

the beginning was the start turn into a support for students that couldn't 

attend the class or that needed to recuperate in 7 minutes what we had done 

in the one-hour class. And we did it once again! Students' participation 

increased significatively. 

Finally, we can say that although the period July-2020 to July 2021 was hard 

we faced the challenge with creativity, expertise, effort and teamwork.  We 

even received a national recognition: We won a contest as innovative 

educational project with the tittle: Enhancing critical knowledge in the 

comprehension of reading text via WhatsApp: A video to be seen again and 

again. Also, we were invited to present our job in a regional educational 

program called Successful Teaching Experiences in Tacna. I really think that 

all effort in education worth it. Especially when you put your heart and 

vocation in something that benefit childhood. I would like to end this essay 

with my favorite Paulo Freire's words: “Education must begin with the 

solution of the student-teacher contradiction, by reconciling the poles of the 

contradiction so that both are simultaneously teachers and students.” 

By

Roxana Carolina Perca Chagua
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Figure 11. Birds on Boca del Rio beach
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The staff of English teachers at Coronel Bolognesi school work as a team. 

We followed the same content directions from MINEDU (Ministry of 

Education) adapted to the school context, but each one had the 

autonomy to choose the best way to develop his/her teaching learning 

My name is Carlos Rafael Castillo Rosado, an English language teacher. I 

have worked in some public schools in Tacna region for several years. I am 

a hired teacher. Now I am working in the emblematic school “Coronel 

Bolognesi”, one of the biggest and most crowded in the region that 

emphasizes technical education. This school is considered part of an 

educational service model named JER (Jornada Escolar Regular) which 

delivers mostly 2 pedagogical hours a week of English classes. JER might 

be translated as “partial-time school day”. All this before a pandemic 

context. During the lockdown, the Peruvian government organized an 

emergency strategy called "Learning at Home" (Aprendo en Casa), which 

consists of remote teaching, using different media like the TV, the radio, 

and the Internet. For the first couple of weeks MINEDU organized this 

strategy in a first stage, teachers collected students' and their parents' 

data like phone numbers, emails, connectivity, and any information to 

help this goal. When the “Learning at Home” strategy was deployed the 

English area was not considered, so teachers of English organized their 

classes as they could.
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Did you use any online so�ware or service a�er your school was 

closed? If so which ones? I found an interesting lesson using Prezi 

so�ware, which is a presentation tool that can be used as an alternative to 

traditional slide-making programs such as PowerPoint. Instead of slides, 

Prezi makes use of one large canvas that allows you to pan and zoom in 

and out of any part of the canvas and emphasize the ideas presented 

there. I used the classic version because I found it easier to understand 

and much friendlier, I did simple presentations about greetings and 

farewells, personal pronouns, professions and occupations, simple 

present tense, qualified adjectives, family members, present progressive 

tense and so on, I had never used it before, so I had to learn by myself. Also, 

I used an LMS (learning management system), Schoology; and a 

videoconference tool, Zoom. It was around June 2020, when the school 

bought a Google domain and joined Google Suites for Education (what 

now is Google Workspace); so teachers, students and school staff had 

access to institutional emails, Google Drive accounts, and access to some 

apps (Google Calendar, Google forms, and so on). This was a great help 

because teachers could make online videoconferences via google Meet 

and organize contents via Google Classroom with our domain, which 

guaranteed more security and privacy during remote education. All of this 

added more communication media to my WhatsApp groups (I am still 

working on how to interrelate WhatsApp with Google Classroom). In mid-

June, the English area was included in the "Learning at Home" website. 

Teachers were provided with content, worksheets and audios. The 

Education Ministry recommended that the contents must be adapted.

 work on their own. When school was closed because of the pandemic, 

students studied and learned from home primarily using ICT 

(Information and Communication Technology)
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according to the school context. In this line, the classrooms were grouped 

in two levels: students from first and second grade would work with Pre A1 

level material, students from third, fourth and fi�h grade with A1 level 

material. I looked for videos related to the topics of my lessons and played 

them during videoconferences, I also used PowerPoint to make 

presentations to engage students in the classes.

Talking about this new way to classes, I can say the remote classes are 

different from the face to face class that we all are used to, because of 

many factors like: most people do not know how to use the ICT, so� wares 

and so on, we need to learn so much, but it takes time; other aspect is that 

most of the students doesn't have any learning style which they study by 

themselves, and so on. 

“The quality of my teaching during the pandemic was comparable to 

the quality of my teaching before the pandemic.” About this item, 

there are various aspects to consider, for example, according to my 

experience within remote teaching, first you need an electronic device 

(like a smartphone, tablet, laptop, or desktop) and internet signal supply 

to work in this modality, and the expertise to use them. The first remote 

class that I experienced using Zoom or Google Meet was a torment 

because students made a lot of noise. They were busy trying all the 

options of the videoconference application. In other words, they pressed 

all the buttons of the application, as at that moment I didn't know well the 

application management I could not mute to all the participants at once 

or denied them access to any options. In some cases, there were people 

who were not students that suddenly appeared in the online meetings, 

these persons distracted the class by insulting orally and writing 

nonsenses in the chat box of the videoconference; they also turned on 
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“I believe that my students had a comparable learning experience 

during the pandemic (when schools closed) and before the 

pandemic.” I don't think so, remote teaching was an enriching 

experience despite all the given problems because some aspects didn't 

work well, such as the feedback. However, teachers learned how to use 

their cameras and make offensive gestures with their fingers. When I 

asked the students how this was possible to happen, they said that 

possibly someone was sharing link of the class with them. In summary, I 

didn't get clear on what happened, but I think some students shared the 

link with these people to distract the class. This problematic situation 

happened several times, but it was going down little by little. Happily, I 

learned how to mute the participants, block the cameras and the chat 

box. To do this, I worked hard to learn how to use the application better. 

The bad side of this was that students cannot participate in the class, they 

only listened to me, watched the presentation and read my shared screen. 

This affected negatively my teaching work. I sent the homework to them 

by Google Classroom and they had a week as a deadline to do it, a few 

students fulfilled the tasks, and the rest apologized telling me that they 

had problems with the Internet, or that their parents didn't have money 

for the Internet, sometimes their parents called me to say that. I had no 

option and said them that they could do the homework on their own pace 

and that we were always in contact; and that if they had any questions, 

they should tell me for me to explain it better, but a few of them asked 

anything. Despite all situations, I felt more connected because of 

telecommunications. MINEDU rules weren't specific for grading, so 

teachers had to organize and decide how to grade. Finally, MINEDU 

claimed that nobody would fail the 2021 school year. In case any student 

was in this situation, he/she would have an opportunity the following year
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ICTs more, how to use some apps for teaching remotely, some tips and 

tricks of computing; consequently, remote classes were improved little by 

little.

Did your school provide support in helping you adjust your teaching 

strategies due to the pandemic? If so what type of support was 

provided? About this, the school where I worked and work now provided 

technological support like Google domain, institutional emails, and 

drives. Also some psychological support through videoconferences by a 

psychologist. PRECOD (a drug prevention program) gave to each teacher 

some materials such as paper, desk supplies, 01 USB flash memory, and 

the lesson plan to be worked on during the tutorial hour. 

In summary, I think that remote teaching was a challenge, but each one 

should have learned how to face it, with creativity, innovation, hard work, 

helping each other, and commitment.

Carlos Rafael Castillo Rosado

By
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Figure 12. Boca del Rio
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