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On a summer day, a group of children were playing hide-and-seek in a 

small park of Tacna City. They were Thiago, Jercy and other children who 

were about eight to eleven years old. They usually played peacefully; but, 

that day would be different. They noticed a man throwing garbage just 

next to Thiago's house. This man was Mr. Pemberton, their new neighbor. 

All of the children were annoyed by this situation, but they continued 

playing. 

Mr. Pemberton was not a good man, he was always angry and frowning, 

just like a bear! Unfortunately, that was not the first time the children saw 

him throwing garbage on that block corner. 

When Mr. Pemberton saw the children doing so, it made him very furious 

and yelled at them. Alejandro told him that Thiago got sick due to the 

garbage he has been throwing next to his house. Nonetheless, Mr. 

On the following days, Thiago didn't show up at the park to play; children 

found out that he was sick. Jercy immediately concluded that the garbage 

was the reason for Thiago's illness and let Alejandro, his older brother, 

know about this. Alejandro gathered all the children and told them to 

think of a way to keep Mr. Pemberton from throwing garbage on the 

corner. The children explained the situation to their parents, but no adults 

took into consideration the children's petition. So they started to bring Mr. 

Pemberton’s trash back in front of his own house.
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Nowadays, Mr. Pemberton waits for the garbage truck to pick up the trash 

very early in the morning, just as all his neighbors do.  He greets his 

neighbors, including the children. Now the park is fun again, as it used to 

be.

Pemberton just said: “That garbage should be taken by the people who 

are paid for it, that's not my business!”

A�er this event, every child informed their parents what had happened, so 

all the neighbors took their garbage and placed them in front of Mr. 

Pemberton's house. Whenever Mr. Pemberton saw all the bags of garbage 

in front of his house, he finally realized that it was terrible to have trash 

next to him and that it could potentially affect his health. 

By
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Figure 7. Boca del Río
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