
Editorial

Summer is the season in which English language teachers from 

public schools have time to relax, visit family, control their health and rest. 

Some teachers look for summer jobs in a language centres to save money. 

But most of teachers enjoy going to local beaches, such as Boca del Rio, 

Vila vila, or Tomoyo beach on the weekends; other teachers love travelling 

to di�erent Peruvian regions to enjoy life. In any case, the coast is one of 

the favourite places for teachers during summer, that is why we, as 

professionals in the educative field, need to be conscious of the impact of 

our activities on the Earth and its resources.

Have you ever gone to the beach and observe garbage on the beach?  

Many people buy water bottles, carbonated soft drinks, cans of beer, or 

meals in disposable containers and throw them on beaches in Tacna 

Region. It is important to clean beaches, but the most important is not to 

litter them. It is not nice to see plastic on a place you want to enjoy, and 

even worse it is to endanger the life of many marine animals which can eat 

them or get trapped on these materials. 

The existence of garbage on the beaches is a reflect of the weakness 

and lack of response of the educative system to pollution. Yes! Families, 

schools, and universities have a problem dealing with this issue. Parents 

should teach their children to keep the garbage till find a container to put 

it. Schools could design learning experiences to motivate children to 

reduce plastic and use eco-friendly containers when they travel to the 

beach. Universities could develop summer programs to educate people 

and investigate about the impact of garbage in our coast and make 

people conscious to respect marine ecosystem. 
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Pollution of marine ecosystem is also a reflect of the local culture and 

politics of our times. It is the decision of the government to preserve life by 

regulating properly large fishing scales and oil extraction. On January 

15th, 2022, there was an oil spill of 11 900 barrels in Lima Region that damage 

terribly lived things, the ecosystem of protected natural areas as well as 

fishermen's economy and local tourism was a�ected. This terrible crime 

against the Peruvian ocean moved citizens all over the country¹.

As the image of dead birds and penguins broke people's hearts, 

citizens organized to protest against the company pointed at as a 

responsible of this environmental disaster, the Spanish company REPSOL. 

People on the street asked for the company to assume its responsibility 

and take immediate actions to rescue animals and clean the ocean. And 

not only that, environmental activists communicated that human hair was 

good for oil spill, that is why people organized massive haircut campaigns 

to collect human hair. We observed our friends and family to assist places 

like Plaza Zela, Parque de la Locomotora or Paseo Civico to collaborate in 

some way to clean the ocean.² Sadly, the government announced that this 

initiative was not e�ective and would not help due to the huge proportion 

of the damage. ³
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Figure 1. Haircut campaign to help clean the sea. (Photograph: Diario Correo)
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After nine months of this ecological disaster there are few news, we 

know that the company is facing many fines and other legal process for 

the responsibility of this crime against nature.⁴ � What happened with the 

communities that lived from the a�ected ocean? What happened to 

birds, fish and plants and their right to life? Could money bring life back?

To protect marine ecosystem is to protect life on earth. We need to 

assume responsibility for marine ecosystem when we consume and when 

we choose transportation. We can contribute to reduce pollution by 

recycling clothes, opting for natural local products, reducing plastic 

bags and containers, using bikes as transportation, just to mention 

some. We also need public policies that promote cycle paths and quality 

public transportation, as well as a severe regulation of plastic.

Together we have the power to protect the ocean!
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