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to handle them, and pretty soon you have a dozen.

John Steinbeck (1902–1968)
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Foreword

Spring in Tacna during the Second Year of 

COVID-19 Pandemic

Just like magicians who use their skills to turn hats into doves, poets 

use sensitiveness to turn feelings, sensations and memories that are 

inspired from places, people or things around them into meaningful, 

deep and beautiful words. The creative work is not easy nor simple, and it 

requires some talent, inspiration, provocation and perseverance. In 

addition, the authors, who have Spanish as first/mother language, 

challenged themselves in writing in English as a foreign/additional 

language. Thus, they showed their ability to deal with the very slight 

di�erence in meaning, sound, color, feelings, to mention some of the skills 

that must be mastered when writing poetry.

The acrostics you are about to read in this journal inspired the EFL 

teachers' creative writing and evolved around the theme “Tacna a 

beautiful and clean city full of diversity”. The thematic here intends to 

provoke positive feelings among teachers in times of COVID-19 

pandemic. Can spring defeat the blues that the pandemic brought 

upon us? Some of the poems we find in this journal allows us to feel 

that it is possible through imagination with a deeply rooted local 

sense. Spring imposes itself through the pandemic bringing a renewed 

sense of life and showing that as seeds break the ground after the 

cold winter and flowers blossom when the time comes, we, as people, 

as society, can also impose ourselves through di�cult times and 

bloom like flowers in spring. 

 Through the lines of the poems that compose this journal, 

those who have not known Tacna will be kindly introduced to its 

mountains Arunta and Intiorko and other landmarks, which are 

repeatedly  



mentioned by di�erent authors through verses and images. Another 

recurrent component is the bougainvillea, which seems to decorate the 

streets in spring. The flower is well appreciated through the words of the 

authors. The poems also talk about diversity of people in Tacna as a border 

city, and also good citizen practices as keeping streets clean and taking 

care of the green areas which bring out the colors of nature. All this was 

possible because the authors were empowered enough to intertwine 

English, a global language, to their very local context, using their own voices 

and their daily existence in the city they live and love. That is what makes the 

acrostics in this journal even richer: the “foreignity” of the language is 

perfectly blended with the familiarity of the topic and the passionate 

approach of the authors.

As a judge in the final stage of the contest the authors went through, I 

had the privilege of reading some of the acrostics beforehand and was 

delighted by how spring in Tacna was described by Rosa Rocha Monroy: an 

“Illusion in these days of pandemic”. It is not hard to relate to the author's 

feeling that making it to the spring in the times of COVID- 19 definitely felt like 

an illusion. In addition, as Yolanda Caceres points out, “No more sorrows, 

spring brings us enthusiasm and joy”. It's time to celebrate another season, 

another spring. We, as readers, are also encouraged to remember that 

seasons, as problems and di�culties, come and go, and although we might 

face dark times, “New spring time will come again” is the reminder left by 

Claudia Contreras. These extracts are from the three acrostics that I 

considered to have best apprehended the proposed theme and made 

spring in Tacna a perfect metaphor to overcome –or, at least, bear– the 

sorrows and uncertainties brought by the pandemic. When reading this 

inspiring collection of poems, words and pictures come together and show 

us that, in spring, Tacna isbeautiful, colorful, full of life and hope. That's how 

we know that “Tacna is ready to start on this journey of 

growth” (Monroy, 2022, p. 15).

Maria Helena Fávaro

Doctoral student of the Language Sciences program at the 

Universidade do Sul de Santa Catarina
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Editorial

English language teachers working in public or private schools 

constantly receive many influences that can be external or internal, 

which model how teachers understand and respond the challenges 

on their local conditions (Meyer E. 2008). About the external 

influences, these could be national, regional or local policies, 

curricular demands, administrations, as well as informal social 

structures; on the other hand, internal influences can be presented 

with values, faith, well-being, emotions, ideology, identity, attitude to 

mention some. We as educational actors mediate between [national 

and local] policies and our internal commitments to deliver lessons 

in the particularities of our classrooms. 

In our English teaching practices as Peruvian practitioners, we 

form students in an international language in which they can find 

space for diversity and for other modes of language use to express 

their identity. We present a language in which they can tell about 

their habits, experiences and describe the world around them 

through di�erent language sources. Pennycook (2000) said that we 

do language in place and time accentuating the fact that language 

is a social process constantly reconstructed in sensitivity to 

environmental factors. Therefore, in our written or oral uses of the 

English language, the language is localized by taking on certain 

local features (p. 14). 

For the mentioned above, writing poetry can be an opportunity 

to promote teachers' values, attitude, and identity in a positive way, 

as well as a challenge for writing as a local expression. That is why we, 

as Tacna English language teachers' network (REDIT), organized the 
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contest “Spring 2021 is Here”. This event aimed to encourage creative 

writing practices in English language teachers in Tacna region of Peru in 

the context of remote education.

Why writing poems? Poems as a short text that pay attention in the 

aesthetic use of words to keep music and rhythm that concentrate 

writers’ desires, expectations and hopes. Writing poetry gives teachers a 

voice in English as a foreign language, especially in context when we 

need emotional support. As Mittal (2014) said “We need poetry to promote 

language teaching emotionally and holistically.” (p. 21) Moreover, we think 

poetry is one of the best ways of touching a people’s souls and the most 

inner feelings.

This publication intends to open up a space of self-expression 

through which teachers a�rm their identity as English users actively, as 

Paulo Freire and Macedo (1987) said:

Reading the world always precedes reading the word, and reading 

the word implies continually reading the world … In a way, however, we 

can go further and say that reading the word is not preceded merely 

by reading the world, but by a certain form of writing it or rewriting it, 

that is of transforming it by means of conscious, practical work. (p. 35)

That is why writing about the world around us engage people to 

preserve that goes well or inspire people for change. In this edition, we 

started with a proposal intended to put teachers' attention in good 

citizen practices and diversity, as follow:

Like every year, spring arrives in Tacna with its spirit of renewal and 

youth. It is the season of sunny days and clean streets with beautiful 

flowers and palm trees. In this acrostic contest, we want to exalt the 

beauty and cleanliness of our city in spring. In addition, we intend to 

motivate a harmonious coexistence among the diversity of its 

people.

Keywords: spring, diversity, Tacna
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Di�erent form the previous number, this edition called for 

acrostics, a kind of poem in which the first letter in each line form 

the phrase Spring in Tacna, as showed in the following figure.

Figure .1

Acrostic template

Title

Sxxxx xxxx xxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx

Pxxx xxxx xxxx xxx

Rxxxx xxxxxx xxxx

Ixxxx xxxxx xxxx 

Nxxxx xxxx xxx

Gxxxx xxx xxx xx

Ixxxx xxxx xxx xxxxxx

Nxxx xxx xxx

Txxx xxxx xxxxx xxxx xxxxx

Axxxx xxx xxxxxxxxx

Cxxx xxx xxx  xxxx

Nxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxx xxx

Axxxx xxxxx xx



It was in the contest basis that the text must have a) a title, b) and 

13 verses which first letter form the acrostic phrase. The participants 

must be English language teachers working in public or private 

school in Tacna region in Basic Education.

We reported 11 participants most of them from public school (10). 

The local selection process was based on a poem rubric. First, we 

eliminated the ones that did not fulfill the basic requirements. 

Second, we read aloud all the remained texts and expresses our 

views in the light of the rubric. Third, we selected the five most voted 

acrostics through a Google Form, in which the five members of the 

jury selected their favorites. Finally, we selected the five most voted. 

Table .1

Acrostic rubric

11

1 2 3 4

Presentation

Use of 
phrases

Voice and
Word Choice

Text and spacing
require a great deal of
effort in order to be
read. There is not
title.

None of the phrases
use the letters in the
acrostic words to
begin each line.

Reader cannot see
and feel what the 
writer is describing
because the acrostic
uses impersonal
general statements 
with nondescriptive
words.

Some, but not all, of
the phrases use the
letters in the 
acrostic wrods to 
begin each line.

Text and spacing 
require a great deal
of effort in order to
be read. Title is
poorly crafted, yet
can still be
distinguished.

Text and spacing 
can be read with
minimal effort.
Title is
recognizable.

Text and spacing 
enhance readability
and are pleasing to
the eye. The title is
neat and easily
recognizable.

All phrases use
the letters in the
acrostic words to
begin each line.

All phrases of the
acrostic have a
rhythm that invites
expressive oral
reading. All phrases
use the letters in the
acrostic words to
begin each line.
Reader can see and
feel what the writer
is describing because
of the coherence and
cohesion of the text
and wants to know
more about the
writer’s topic.

Reader has a
difficult time seeing
and feeling what the
writer is describing
about his/her topic
because language is
not informative.

Reader finds the 
acrostic enjoyable
to read because of
personal language
and learns
something about
the writer’s topic.



Mechanics

Relation to
theme

Control of written
rules of the English
language is lacking.
There are numerous
spellings,
capitalization, and
syntax errors. Errors
interfere with
readabiity and
comprehension to the
point that the poem is
unintelligible

Control of written
rules of the English
language is
demonstrated. There
are no spelling,
capitalization, and
syntax errors. The
acrostic is easy to
read and understand

Control of written
rules of the English
language is
minimally
demonstrated. There
are many spelling
capitalization, and
syntax errors. Errors
interfere with
readability and 
comprehension, but
only at some points
within the acrostic.

Control of written
rules of the
English language
is demonstrated.
There are few
spelling,
capitalization, and
syntax errors.
Errors are minor
and do not detract
from the
readbility or
comprenhension of
the acrostic.
The title, acrostic 
words and phrases
relate to the topic.

The title, acrostic 
words and phrases
strongly relate to the 
topic.

More than one of the
components (title,
acrostic words,
phrases) do not relate 
to topic.

One of the
components (title,
acrostic words,
phrases) does not
relate to topic.

About the international selection process, M.A. María Helena 

Fávaro kindly accepted to participate as an external evaluator to 

select the three winners: The first place went to Lic. Rosa Giovanna 

Rocha Monroy from 42010 Santísima Niña Maria school with the 

acrostic “Spring Illusion”. The second place went to Lic. Yolanda 

Quispe Cáceres Poema from Juan María Rejas school with the 

acrostic “Georgeous Spring”. Finally, the third place went to Lic. 

Claudia Graciela Zavala Contreras from Enrique Paillardelle school 

with the acrostic “Tacna Memories in Spring.”

We want to say thanks to all the teachers who participated in this 

project. We are sure that writing about our city is changing it. Let's 

build a new city that includes diverse people and languages. Let's 

build a new city with new citizens who are able to understand the 

deep importance of keeping our city clean and beautiful.

Mag. Roxana Carolina Perca Chagua

Tacna English Language Teachers’ Network

REDIT
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Figure 2. Frequent words presented in this journal
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Spring Illusion

Spring, sweet melody

Powerful season of light

Reborn from autumnal death

Illusion in these days of pandemic

Nobody knows when it started, but it brings joy to our soul.

Green shoots on its branches, appear every year like a fantasy.

I've already passed the cold winter, it's gone.

Now, I only want to renew the illusion, desire and love of youth.

Tacna is ready to start on this journey of growth

And a thousand colors of magical hope were packed

Come beautiful spring and cheer up this blue city,

Never leave us,

Although if it is only an illusion, just stay here forever in my heart.

By

Rosa Giovanna Rocha Monroy

I.E. 42010 Santísima Niña María

Rocha Monroy, R, G. (2022). Spring illusion. Voices From the Desert 1(2), p.15
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Figure 3. Bolognesi Avenue



Georgeus Spring

Spring, what a beautiful season! 

Pleasant time has come to join us and hold hands 

Respecting our cultural diversity within this great country

Inspiring us with bird songs and flower scents 

No more sorrows, spring brings us enthusiasm and joy 

Georgeous spring! Tacna is your treasure due to its beauty and people 

It is time to share funny moments with our loved ones 

Neither pain nor tears, spring is here to brighten our lives 

Tacna, your green landscapes and pure hearts surround us 

Always strong and vigorous as well as full of bougainvilleas 

Clean streets are like a heroic paradise full of calmness 

Nature puts on its best clothes while people show a�ection and friendship 

And a blessed spring brings us happiness and peace.

By 

Yolanda Quispe Cáceres

I.E. Juan María Rejas

17

Quispe Cáceres, Y. (2020). Georgeus spring. Voices From the Desert 1(2), p.17
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Figure 4. Gardenia trees commonly found in Tacna squares.



Beautiful Spring

Sweet and pretty are the flowers in my 

Peaceful and calm Tacna city. 

Ready and prepared are the birds to sing in this lovely spring. 

I love my TACNA, I love warm spring days. 

New leaves on the trees, I see, when I walk through the streets. 

Green grass and colorful flowers sprout and bloom in the month of youth. 

In this new season, children and young people sing with great emotion. 

Now it is time to enjoy, spring shines with joy.

 

Taking care of the streets with love is part of our work, 

And treating others with respect is an example of our value. 

Charming spring, the flowers and the sun are shining here. 

No time to think about sadness, 

A beautiful season has arrived here, spring is finally here!

19

By 

Marisabel Karina Castro Siña

I.E. Lastenia Rejas de Castañón 

Castro Siña, M, K. (2022). Beautiful spring. Voices From the Desert 1(2), p.19
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Figure 5. Bolognesi avenue



Colorful Spring

Sun and sunbeams

Palms, butterflies and colorful flowers

Rainbow, rainbow!

It is like a rainbow this spring

Neat air spreads everywhere

Georgeous sceneries

Inspire us to love

Nature and diversity

Tacna is looking tremendous

At this moment

Celebrating the colorful spring

Near the ocean, near the sand

Astonishing to everyone.
By

 Amelia Nelida Zegarra Hinojosa

I.E. Dr. José Antonio Encinas Franco

21

Zegarra Hinojosa, A, N. (2022). Colorful spring. Voices From the Desert 1(2), p.21
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Figure 6. Peacock made of f owers in Leguia avenue



My Spring

Sunny days in my dear Tacna.

Planting various flowers.

Running outside

I feed the birds

New sights came with spring.

Green colors appear.

I love my city.

Nice days in my life.

Tacna is my favorite place.

All dawn is beautiful.

Children playing in my dear Tacna.

Nobody litters the street.

And the robin sings out clear.
By

Marilú Claudia Melendez Conde

I. E. Santa Ana

23

Meléndez Conde, M, C. (2022). My spring. Voices From the Desert 1(2), p.23



24

Figure 7. Bougainvilleas, the f ower that represents Tacna



Spring, my Beautiful Spring!

Special days are coming!

Perfect days to see the sunshine in the sky. 

Roses and bougainvilleas bloom in narrow streets.

I love beautiful landscapes with the floristic diversity.

Nothing better than this wonderful spring.

Great and happy days!

In di�erent languages “beautiful spring” is sung in Tacna.

No more dark days in my city!

Tenderness, hope and joy ignite my soul.

After a long winter, spring is here again!

Can you imagen birds and bees singing?

Nothing compares to these marvelous days.

Always pretty, always magnificent is my beautiful Tacna in Spring!
By

Edith Marilu Condori Lanchipa

I. E. Modesto Basadre

25

Condori Lanchipa, E, M. (2022). Spring, my beautiful spring. Voices From the Desert 1(2), p.25



26

Figure 8. Bolognesi Avenue



Spring and Youth

Spring is the floral season when the weather gets warmer

Plants grow and flowers bloom around the city

Receive it with your open arms and enjoy it

Indeed, do it like young people and make good memories

Not for the others, but for you like a spring renewal

Give yourself the opportunity to renovate your soul

In many ways spring is asociated to a part of our age, youth, but

No more, because youth is alive inside us

Take the opportunity to observe in nature the beautiful colors

And color your heart with your inner happiness

Call your dreams and dress them, spring gives you the energy to start

Never give up your confidence to be better than yesterday

And learn from this beautiful and delightful season.

By

Gladys Susana Rojas Perca

I.E.  Francisco Antonio de Zela

27

Rojas Perca, G, S. (2022). Spring and youth. Voices From the Desert 1(2), p.27
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Figure 9. Bolognesi avenue
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Zavala Contreras, C. G. (2022). Tacna Memories in Spring. Voices From the Desert 1(2), p.29

Tacna Memories in Spring

So beautiful landscapes and places

Peaceful and radiant streets

Reminds me Tacna, in this special season

In my mind, I always remember you for many reasons

Nobody could forget all your valleys

Grow Vilcas and fruit trees during these days

In spring days, your beauty flows

Nowadays, I appreciate the glow of my town much more

Tacna city, I like to see your resplendent sky

Arunta and Intiorko hills are our protectors

Currently, many people live in Tacna

New spring times will come again

And in Tacna I want to be in all seasons

By

Claudia Graciela Zavala Contreras

I. E. Enrique Paillardelle
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Figure 10. Hibiscus tree and palm in Leoncio Prado square



Spring is Renovation

Spring, sweet spring

Perfect moment to write in

Rustic and modern places because

In my soul, there is hope.

Not sadness, despite times of

Great insecurity.

In spring, students, jump, dance, sing and smile.

Nothing stops them because spring inspires renovation around us.

Tacna, my dear city, looks great in this season

All parks are full with di�erent flowers and happy children.

Come , dance and smile with me, I am waiting for you.

Nobody can lost this moment because happines is our decision

And spring represents joyfulness and new life.

By

Noemí Gladys Maquera Ticacala

I.E. Guillermo Auza Arce

31

Maquera Ticacala, N, G. (2022). Spring is renovation. Voices From the Desert 1(2), p.31
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Figure 11. Bolognesi avenue



Acrostic

Sunny days finally arrived

Parties everywhere, we celebrate your arrival

Rains finally go away and the birds start to sing

In the air, a new season that also represents youth  flows– –

No one can contain his or her desire to smile

Gardens begin to be filled with colorful flowers.

I would like to be always at this time of the year

Now we can also celebrate it here in our beloved Tacna city.

The springtime in Tacna means youth and a new beginning.

Also, we can say good-bye to cloudy weather

Clovers for us it is luck and many children spend hours looking for them

Nature's first green is gold to us

A beautiful view of the magnificent sunset delights us every day.

By 

Eliana Lisett Florez Teran

I. E. César Cohaila Tamayo
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Florez Teran, E, L. (2022). Acrostic. Voices From the Desert 1(2), p.33
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Figure 12. Baby sun roses commonly found in Tacna squares



A Wonderful City

Sunny shine days

Proud hummingbird flapping in the sky 

Rain puddles to jump

I feel happy!

New leaves are growing

Goodbye winter!

I see purple bouganvilleas blooming

Nature brings us hope and peace

Tall palm trees dancing in the wind

Another day to enjoy!

Children smiling everywhere 

Neighbors helping each other

Animals waking up from slumber

By 

Lilian Maritza Ancachi Pari 

I.E. Marcelino Champagnat

35

Ancachi Pari, L, M. (2022). A wonderful city. Voices From the Desert 1(2), p.35



36

Figure 13. Bouganvilleas exposed on the rays of the sun
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