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Foreword

Spring in Tacna during the Second Year of 

COVID-19 Pandemic

Just like magicians who use their skills to turn hats into doves, poets 

use sensitiveness to turn feelings, sensations and memories that are 

inspired from places, people or things around them into meaningful, 

deep and beautiful words. The creative work is not easy nor simple, and it 

requires some talent, inspiration, provocation and perseverance. In 

addition, the authors, who have Spanish as first/mother language, 

challenged themselves in writing in English as a foreign/additional 

language. Thus, they showed their ability to deal with the very slight 

di�erence in meaning, sound, color, feelings, to mention some of the skills 

that must be mastered when writing poetry.

The acrostics you are about to read in this journal inspired the EFL 

teachers' creative writing and evolved around the theme “Tacna a 

beautiful and clean city full of diversity”. The thematic here intends to 

provoke positive feelings among teachers in times of COVID-19 

pandemic. Can spring defeat the blues that the pandemic brought 

upon us? Some of the poems we find in this journal allows us to feel 

that it is possible through imagination with a deeply rooted local 

sense. Spring imposes itself through the pandemic bringing a renewed 

sense of life and showing that as seeds break the ground after the 

cold winter and flowers blossom when the time comes, we, as people, 

as society, can also impose ourselves through di�cult times and 

bloom like flowers in spring. 

 Through the lines of the poems that compose this journal, 

those who have not known Tacna will be kindly introduced to its 

mountains Arunta and Intiorko and other landmarks, which are 

repeatedly  



mentioned by di�erent authors through verses and images. Another 

recurrent component is the bougainvillea, which seems to decorate the 

streets in spring. The flower is well appreciated through the words of the 

authors. The poems also talk about diversity of people in Tacna as a border 

city, and also good citizen practices as keeping streets clean and taking 

care of the green areas which bring out the colors of nature. All this was 

possible because the authors were empowered enough to intertwine 

English, a global language, to their very local context, using their own voices 

and their daily existence in the city they live and love. That is what makes the 

acrostics in this journal even richer: the “foreignity” of the language is 

perfectly blended with the familiarity of the topic and the passionate 

approach of the authors.

As a judge in the final stage of the contest the authors went through, I 

had the privilege of reading some of the acrostics beforehand and was 

delighted by how spring in Tacna was described by Rosa Rocha Monroy: an 

“Illusion in these days of pandemic”. It is not hard to relate to the author's 

feeling that making it to the spring in the times of COVID- 19 definitely felt like 

an illusion. In addition, as Yolanda Caceres points out, “No more sorrows, 

spring brings us enthusiasm and joy”. It's time to celebrate another season, 

another spring. We, as readers, are also encouraged to remember that 

seasons, as problems and di�culties, come and go, and although we might 

face dark times, “New spring time will come again” is the reminder left by 

Claudia Contreras. These extracts are from the three acrostics that I 

considered to have best apprehended the proposed theme and made 

spring in Tacna a perfect metaphor to overcome –or, at least, bear– the 

sorrows and uncertainties brought by the pandemic. When reading this 

inspiring collection of poems, words and pictures come together and show 

us that, in spring, Tacna isbeautiful, colorful, full of life and hope. That's how 

we know that “Tacna is ready to start on this journey of growth” (Monroy, 

2022, p. 28).
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