
Editorial

In 2020, a period of confinement began due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, causing uncertainty and fear in people's daily lives. We, 

English language teachers of secondary school faced the challenge 

of reinventing ourselves as educators. We had to adapt our 

strategies to the digital media available to our students; 

consequently, we learned to use di�erent technological resources 

through tutorials, also we learned more about the National 

Curriculum of Regular Basic Education (CNEBR) that had started to 

be applied in secondary school since 2019. Without any doubt, 2020 

was a year of many challenges for us, which we faced using our 

creativity and o�ering the best of ourselves to public education.

In the middle of that year and with the spring coming to Tacna, 

we had the idea of organizing a writing contest called “Spring 2020 is 

Here” with the intention of welcoming our colleagues' emotions in an 

event that valued   their originality and expression in the English 

language. The idea was proposed by members of the English 

Language Teachers’ Network Tacna (REDIT) and it was quickly 

implemented by the sta� of the UGEL Tacna, whom we deeply thank 

for their positive attitude towards teachers' initiatives.

We also thank Magister Ms. Sandie Mourao, who kindly agreed to 

participate as an external evaluator. Sandie, from her residence in 

Portugal, also sent us a beautiful video in which she announced the 

finalists and gave an emotional reading of the contest winning 

poem.
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The project was aimed at English teachers in service in public or 

private schools in the Tacna region. In order to inspire the creative 

process, it was presented a chart (Figure 1) divided into three 

categories: nouns, verbs and adjectives; each category contained 

nine words. Teachers had to include at least five words from each 

category in their composition; that is, they had to use a total of 

fifteen words from the chart at least to participate in the contest. The 

selection of the words was made in a consensual way by the members 

of the project.

The technological resources used for the dissemination of the 

contest were: the Facebook platform of the English Language 

Teachers’ Network Tacna REDIT and the UGEL Tacna website. The 

participants' registration was done through Google Form. The form 

had a clause in which participants declared the originality of their 

texts.

The evaluation process went through two filters. At first, the 

members of the commission made sure that the requirements 

established in the contest rules were completed in each poem via 

Google Meet. Then, five poems were selected using a rubric. 

Secondly, the five selected poems went to the external evaluator who 

chose the three winning poems.

The results were as follows: first place was awarded to Lic. Amelia 

Nelida Zegarra Hinojosa from Gerardo Arias Copaja school, second 

place was awarded to Lic. Jessica Dina Tarapa Sinticala from 

Fortunato Zora Carvajal school and third place was awarded to Lic. 

Silvana Denis Gutierrez Rueda from Enrique Paillardelle school.
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Finally, we thank all the colleagues who actively participated in 

this project. We wanted to honor their time, cheerful disposition, and 

commitment to education through this publication. We say goodbye 

with these Paulo Freire's words: “One cannot expect positive results 

from an educational or political action program which fails to 

respect the particular view of the world held by the people. Such a 

program constitutes cultural invasion, good intentions not 

withstanding.”

Red de Profesores de Inglés de Tacna
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