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Foreword

“Colorful flowers with sweet smells are on the ground. It does not 

matter if it is a lockdown area”. These lines from the poem Spring Time 

written by Amelia Nelida Zegarra Hinojosa and which opens this volume 

announces the lightness, grace and beauty of what the readers are 

going to find along the pages of this inspiring publication. 

As pointed out by Amelia Zegarra, sensations and feelings can not 

be denied, cannot be imprisoned, or detained even in the middle of the 

chaos. Despite the pandemic, despite the lockdown, flowers continue 

flourishing and blossoming so that fragrances continue spreading 

around Tacna, around Peru and around the world. 

And like flowers and fragrances, a team of brave educators, members 

of the English Language Teachers’ Network Tacna (REDIT) organized this 

project and faced the challenge to propose a writing contest involving 

their colleagues, English teachers who work in private and public 

schools. The idea was to motivate secondary teachers to express 

themselves in a way they could release their feelings and sensations in 

the middle of the di�cult times brought by COVID-19. The creative 

process was oriented by the organizers and the participants were 

expected to use fifteen words from a vocabulary chart previously 

presented to them. Nevertheless, following Freire's ideas cited here in the 

Foreword, “one cannot expect positive results from an educational or 

political program which fails to respect the particular view of the world 

held by the people”. And, in this project, the view of the world held by each 

teacher was respected undeniably.

The publication has a novel and inspiring character and 

although it was not created under a revolutionary movement it is 

innovative and can be considered part of a combative and activist  
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project given its force and dynamism. The poems speak to the heart of 

education in pandemic times. It has to do with hope, force, energy, and 

passion for teaching. Longing for better days, the teachers/poets seem 

to have experienced alternative ways to express how much they missed 

the direct contact with students. The school is a key site of struggle for life 

and existence and spring is metaphorically representing renaissance to 

them. The lines in each poem bring force and if the task to fill our heart is 

what the teachers have undertaken to themselves, it has been 

successfully completed. As written by Noemi Maquera Ticacala 

“although schools are closed, our hearts are not” (p. 28). And the poems 

presented here show that hearts are definitely opened to propose 

optimism and courage. 

However, it is important to point out that the positiveness has not to 

do with naivety or nostalgia. It has to do with ways these teachers found 

to struggle against silenced and empties schools, it has to do with 

teachers' loneliness, it has to do with the need to deal with virtual classes, 

with lives, with faces on the liquid screen, it has to do with challenge, with 

the challenge to face a new world, to the need to renew, to be re-excited 

about teaching. The words and lines of each poem will be craved in our 

hearts and minds, and they will deep reverberate throughout the schools 

where these teachers teach as well to many other educational sites. 

The poems are tender! They touch us! While they announce the 

spring, they denounce what is involved in a normal and loneliness day 

teaching during the COVID-19 times. In the middle of the simplicity of the 

lines, teachers express their feelings while having to deal with school 

building closed and with the quieted day-to-day absence of students' 

groups arriving and leaving their classroom. Though, the sadness is not 

the tone of the poems. While they contribute to raise awareness of the 

complexity of teaching during the pandemic, they likewise bring magic, 

freshness, and nature. The authors avoid an exaggerated tone of critic 

nonetheless what could seem naïve is politically very important. 
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In this sense, the message is that teaching besides being a political act is 

also a poetic act. The poems about spring and nature written during one 

of the most serious sanitary and political crises which impacted people 

all over the world helps to illustrate that caring of our natural 

environment is more vital than any other practice and policies to our 

survival. As bell hooks¹ wrote under the subtitle Teaching New Worlds/ New 

Words, in her book Teaching to Transgress²: “Like desire, language disrupts, 

refuses to be contained within boundaries. It speaks itself against our 

will, in words and thoughts that intrude, even violate the most private 

spaces of mind and body”. And so, the words of the poems in this volume 

will transcend and go beyond borders. The experiential knowledge and 

feelings of these poet-teachers will trespass, and will impress upon 

readers its reflexive and cathartic value.

Furthermore, all the sensitivity presented in the poems is also in the 

title of the journal. The inspiring lexical choice of it calls our attention: 

Voices from the Desert -Tacna. Besides the idea of attributing agency to the 

teachers with the use of the noun voices, attentive readers may relate the 

term desert to the feelings of solitude, of emptiness and di�culties of the 

hostile living conditions during COVID-19.  Likewise, it is possible to make 

connections between the location of Tacna, which is situated in the arid 

Andean foothill with the sensations people have felt while living in cities 

which have become areas almost devoid of life during the lockdown. 

Thus, the term desert in the title can be read as a geographic condition of 

Tacna or as an allusion to the living conditions during COVID-19 

lockdown that transform our cities in arid and desolate regions. 

Thus, it is a project to be read beyond the lines of the poems. It is 

an initiative that allows us to look to the experiences of teachers who 

most of the time do not have the opportunity to show them, who do

not fit in the pages of most of the books people read. Maybe the 

¹  The writer bell hooks insists that her name must be in lower case [Smith D. (Septembert 28, 2006). “Tough arbiter on 

the web has guidence for writers”. The New York Times. p. E3.]

² Hooks, B. (1994). Teaching to Transgress: Education as the Practice of Freedom. New York, NY: Routledge.

viii



organizers have not imagined the contest would open hearts and minds 

in a so powerful way that we could heard them even in a long distance. Or 

maybe they have not imagined that the idea of embracing these 

teachers through a project would impact their souls the way it did. 

As an educator, I recognize in this work a valuable space where 

teachers had the right to write, the right to feel, the right to speak. The 

pedagogical insight of the organizers is rooted in the assumption that 

an education is a political act which must respect personal experiences. 

The initiative highlights teachers experience and they possibly will take 

this personal experience to their classroom. Since the initiative makes 

this publication a space where feelings and their voices were valued, not 

neglected, silenced or deemed meaningless, teachers will be inclined to 

make their classroom also a space of collective and liberatory pedagogy 

where students can have voice and value.  

Maria Inêz Probst Lucena

Florianópolis, August, 2021

Almost spring time in Santa Catarina island…
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Editorial

In 2020, a period of confinement began due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, causing uncertainty and fear in people's daily lives. We, 

English language teachers of secondary school faced the challenge 

of reinventing ourselves as educators. We had to adapt our 

strategies to the digital media available to our students; 

consequently, we learned to use di�erent technological resources 

through tutorials, also we learned more about the National 

Curriculum of Regular Basic Education (CNEBR) that had started to 

be applied in secondary school since 2019. Without any doubt, 2020 

was a year of many challenges for us, which we faced using our 

creativity and o�ering the best of ourselves to public education.

In the middle of that year and with the spring coming to Tacna, 

we had the idea of organizing a writing contest called “Spring 2020 is 

Here” with the intention of welcoming our colleagues' emotions in an 

event that valued   their originality and expression in the English 

language. The idea was proposed by members of the English 

Language Teachers’ Network Tacna (REDIT) and it was quickly 

implemented by the sta� of the UGEL Tacna, whom we deeply thank 

for their positive attitude towards teachers' initiatives.

We also thank Magister Ms. Sandie Mourao, who kindly agreed to 

participate as an external evaluator. Sandie, from her residence in 

Portugal, also sent us a beautiful video in which she announced the 

finalists and gave an emotional reading of the contest winning 

poem.
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The project was aimed at English teachers in service in public or 

private schools in the Tacna region. In order to inspire the creative 

process, it was presented a chart (Figure 1) divided into three 

categories: nouns, verbs and adjectives; each category contained 

nine words. Teachers had to include at least five words from each 

category in their composition; that is, they had to use a total of 

fifteen words from the chart at least to participate in the contest. The 

selection of the words was made in a consensual way by the members 

of the project.

The technological resources used for the dissemination of the 

contest were: the Facebook platform of the English Language 

Teachers’ Network Tacna REDIT and the UGEL Tacna website. The 

participants' registration was done through Google Form. The form 

had a clause in which participants declared the originality of their 

texts.

The evaluation process went through two filters. At first, the 

members of the commission made sure that the requirements 

established in the contest rules were completed in each poem via 

Google Meet. Then, five poems were selected using a rubric. 

Secondly, the five selected poems went to the external evaluator who 

chose the three winning poems.

The results were as follows: first place was awarded to Lic. Amelia 

Nelida Zegarra Hinojosa from Gerardo Arias Copaja school, second 

place was awarded to Lic. Jessica Dina Tarapa Sinticala from 

Fortunato Zora Carvajal school and third place was awarded to Lic. 

Silvana Denis Gutierrez Rueda from Enrique Paillardelle school.
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Finally, we thank all the colleagues who actively participated in 

this project. We wanted to honor their time, cheerful disposition, and 

commitment to education through this publication. We say goodbye 

with these Paulo Freire's words: “One cannot expect positive results 

from an educational or political action program which fails to 

respect the particular view of the world held by the people. Such a 

program constitutes cultural invasion, good intentions not 

withstanding.”

Red de Profesores de Inglés de Tacna
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Figure 1. Total of words presented in the chart
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Spring Time

What a colorful sunny day!

Where flowers are smiling,

Where birds are singing,

Where bouganvilleas are laughing.

What a beautiful day it is today!

Spring is here, spring is there,

spring is everywhere!

with the radiant sun shining in the sky

with amazing colorful flowers and sweet smells 

It does not matter if it is a lockdown area.

Where closed schools are missing their students,

where students are missing their teachers.

Even when those things are happening, spring is here

to wonder our days, like a thunder in the dark.

Just love and enjoy this wonderful spring time!

By

 Amelia Nelida Zegarra Hinojosa

I. E. Gerardo Arias Copaja
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Figure 2. Arco parabólico de Tacna



A Magical Season

Something beautiful is coming.

Something with charming and joyful sounds.

What incredible melodies the little birds are singing!

How wonderful and green the ground looks!

The city is in a lockdown, but I feel the magic is coming.

Spring is here, colorful and radiant.

How I love those rays of light on my face.

They help me to wake up

and to greet my students merrily on the screen.

I cannot teach them face to face now

Because we need to prevent the spread of coronavirus.

Spring is a magical time.

Flowers open their petals beautifully.

Children enjoy listening to the little birds trilling, and

teachers smile and laugh looking at their happy faces.

These are special moments that teachers will always remember.

By 

Jessica Tarapa Sinticala

I.E. Fortunato Zora Carvajal

16



17

Figure 3. Back of la Catedral de Tacna



Spring

Spring, Spring, Spring! You are the most beautiful and colorful season of the year,

This year is complicated due to the coronavirus pandemic.

However, the sparkle of the sunny and radiant days and the song of the birds around our ears

will help us forget the coronavirus pandemic and will give us new opportunities to smile again.

Let's enjoy the smell of flowers and citrus.

Spring, Spring, Spring! Help us with your sunny days to avoid COVID-19.

Teachers and students are waiting for your wonderful flowers.

They enjoy, smile and laugh with the peaceful music of your merry birds.

Pupils miss jumping and running around the trees in the parks and running away from the joyful bees.

Make us forget the lockdown and decorate our days with butterflies flying everywhere.

Spring, Spring, Spring! We, as teachers, miss our students and colleagues, but your presence

 in our lives means that the day in which we'll return to our schools is not so far away.

Please, Spring! Come with your wonderful bougainvillea flowers to decorate our Tacna city.

For us to walk around the city and to watch how your beautiful flowers light our lives.

Come, please, with your sunny days and draw a smile on our faces again. 
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Silvana Denis Gutierrez Rueda

I.E. Enrique Paillardelle
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Figure 4. Front of Enrique Paillardele school



Spring and Lockdown

Spring is coming during lockdown.

There are not any students in school,

there are not any teachers in school.

Coronavirus is still here,

but spring is coming here.

It is not a normal season like the one before.

I miss it when children laugh aloud

I miss the wonderful decorations in the classrooms

I miss walking on the streets.

Everything has been di�erent since our schools were closed.

However, we have delightful virtual classes every day.

Every day the sun comes to my beautiful Tacna

Every day colorful bougainvilleas decorate the city

We love sunny days! Every day flowers smile at us

Anyway, Let's enjoy a radiant and di�erent spring.

By

 Gladys Susana Rojas Perca

I.E. Francisco Antonio de Zela
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Figure 5. Alameda Bolognesi



Let's Celebrate Life

There have been cold days hidden at home

Nothing makes more sense than this live show.

When I turn the TV on, I realize that coronavirus is here

for you, for me and for our neighbors on the street.

Will nothing beat this horrible thing?

A new day has come, filling my heart with joy.

Sing, jump and smile for the coming of brighter days!

Let's open the windows, I'd like to see

what mother nature has brought to me.

A radiant and colorful world has started to breathe!

Flowers blooming on tall wonderful trees

Tiny birds singing joyful melodies

Deep blue skies, the most peaceful scene.

In Tacna, despite the lockdown, nothing can ever stop

our young spirit from celebrating life through this hopeful spring.

By

Roxana Mayhin del Rocío Quispe Cuadros

COAR Tacna
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Figure 6. Parque de la Locomotora



Spring! Lovely Spring!

How wonderful, wonderful, you are spring!

My eyes enjoy looking at beautiful flowers

My ears love listening to birds singing everywhere

Gardens and parks show colorful flowers

Spring makes me feel joyful and I thank God for that.

Radiant days come with you, spring

Students sing inspired by what you bring, spring

Coronavirus doesn't stop flowers growing

Teachers from Tacna contemplate delightful bougainvileas

and smell the fragrance of flowers.

What sunny days come with you, spring!

Spring arrives to change our lives

New days full of hope inundate our hearts

We all together feel good in spring

Because the spirit of love renews us.

By

Edwin Cristobal Vargas Maquera

Colegio Adventista 28 de Julio
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Figure 7. Front of 28 Colegio Adventista



My Spring is Peaceful

We are in a lockdown

Coronavirus is all around us,

even in downtown Tacna.

Why doesn't it want to leave us?

Why can't we deliver ourselves from this death bus?

We must not go to school, there are serious cases

We must not visit our favorite places.

But I can see my students' faces on the screen

I feel joy when they smile and laugh

I feel and send love, for me it's enough.

Last August, I didn't enjoy the beautiful bougainvillea, my favorite flowers.

But in this sunny spring, I can sing, jump, and pass the hours .

A radiant day and a merry teacher feeling grateful make the di�erence.

Maybe my spring is not fantastic, but it's real,

My peaceful spring delights me.

By

Soledad Cristina Medina Calizaya

I.E.  Modesto Molina
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Figure 8. Antigua Alameda Bolognesi



Sunny Spring Time

Spring time has come,

no matter the lockdown.

Spring will change our world,

because beautiful flowers will color our lives

and birds will make our lives better and radiant.

Spring time is our sunshine!

no more pain and sorrow these days.

Spring will light our peaceful path,

green trees will better our health,

and the blue sea will let us smile and be free.

Spring time is our blessing!

brave teachers strengthen their faith,

hope grows and makes us stronger.

Students wrap us with happiness,

and their peace encourages us to be one.

Spring time is wonderful!

The sun will shine like a fire.

Its power will spread among us.

It will protect us from this threatening coronavirus.

Spring will give life to our families and our students.

The sunny spring time will beat coronavirus!

Peruvian people will be together as before.

Spring will help us overcome sadness.

Bougainvilleas will make us enjoy freedom,

and Tacna will wait for us with its arms wide open again.

By

Yolanda Quispe Cáceres

I.E. Juan Maria Rejas
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Figure 9. Pasaje Vigil



Spring During Lockdown

Spring is coming to Tacna

And students smile radiantly, full of joy.

Although schools are closed,

our hearts are not,

of course not.

Flowers, such as bougainvilleas and roses

will look beautiful these days.

The sun will shine,

and it will bring hope,

Despite coronavirus and lockdown.

Because spring is joyfulness

It is beauty

It is love.

For these reasons, enjoy! sing! and smile!

Spring is coming to our city.

By 

Noemí Gladys Maquera Ticacala

I.E. Coronel José Joaquín Inclán
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Figure 10. Glorieta en el Paseo Cívico



Spring Blooms

Spring still blooms in Tacna

Colorful flowers still bloom during lockdown

When I see my students smiling,

I feel as if bougainvilleas bloom in my heart

Spring blooms with a beautiful smile, spring blooms in my heart.

There are still sunny days in Tacna,

joyful birds still sing during lockdown.

When I listen to my students laughing,

it's as if birds sing in my heart.

Spring blooms with happiness, spring blooms in my heart!

Spring blooms when you enjoy each day,

And I enjoy days with my students.

Love, Sing, laugh!

Thank God for the gift of life.

Let spring bloom in your heart!

By 

Dora Karina Marona Mamani

Colegio Parroquial Cristo Rey

32



33

Figure 11. Fuente Ornamental de Tacna



My Little Bird

I see you my little bird one more time

I see you jumping on the grass

You think: “Spring has come!”

Yes! Spring is here and you are playing.

I see you my little bird one more time

I see you playing with your friends

Spring is here and you are singing everywhere

Spring is here and you are playing with someone else.

I see you my little bird one more time

You are free and you are away

Spring is telling you: “you are alive!”

Spring is telling me there's no more time

I see you my little bird one more time,

I see you as happy as you can be

Spring is telling me “you are free”

Spring is telling me “you are not here anymore”.

By 

Mercy Pamela Peláez Alférez 

I.E. Guillermo Auza Arce
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Figure 12. Plaza Zela
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Voices from the Desert  is a selection of poems 

written by English language teachers from 

Tacna city

Voices from

theDesert
Tacna
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